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F FOWEVER Si it may ſeem (conf 1 
1 dering the preſent temper of Parliament,) 
to addreſs your Majeſty with ſalutary advice, or 
with a dutiful and tender affection for your Crown 
and dignity, yet, if ever, this muſt be the awful 
moment to awaken the feelings of a generous people 
in the cauſe of an injured Sovereign. That moment 
indeed muſt be highly perilous to the Conſtitution, 
when party has grown into faction, and cabal 
into ſedition; when old prejudices are hypo- 
critically revived under the diſtinction of Wu1s 
and Toxy ;—when the temper and reſolves of 
Parliament are edged with an envenomed ſpirir, - a 
nearly ſimilar to that which prevailed during the 
bluſhing æra of Charles I. when licentiouſneſs 
reigned uncontrouled, and wild ſpeculations on li- 
berty were 10 1 held T9 to allure the . 


X 


( 4 ) de 
titude until 3 was ſapped by flow Har 


and the frame of our glorious Conſtitution blown 


up by an uſurper and' tyrant. 


Ir is your peculiar misfortune, SIRE, in which | 
your people are equally involved, to have party 
and faction for a ſeries of years, uniformly oppoſed 
to your wiſeſt counſels. It came in every queſ- 
tionable ſhape. If you took it to your Royal 
Breaſt and confidence, in order to conciliate the 


ferment in the ſtate, it ſtung you—and endea- 


voured to diminiſh your luſtre and power; 


if you diſmiſſed it, the hideous roar was heard, 
and inſatiable i in its deſires, the monſter Ambition, 


hydra- headed ſtalked 9 and involved in 

its vortex every wholeſome meaſure, propoſed 
for the good of ſociety. To illuſtrate the cauſe 
of thoſe evils, and to fix the prejudiced. mind 
upon a fair baſis of reaſon, ſhall be the 8 


of the e epiſtle. 


12 THE PEOPLE. 
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Z 1 N the kiQory of nations, empires, a and 


[i Kings, we ſhall not find-a fituation fimilar, or ſo 
|  fingulacly 


4 8.7 5 

Gogularly 1 unfortunate as ours, Hleſſed with 1 
the advantages of a form of governme nt the 
moſt perfect under heaven; an empire that had 
been the moſt extenſive and glorious, a Sovereign 8 
the moſt attached to the rectitude and fpirit o 
the conſtitution, the moral duties, public virtue, 
a tender and deleate exerciſe” of prerogative, © 
and; as a Private citizen, an honour and an or- 
nament to ſociety; yet nearly fine his acceſſion ; 
to the throne, though poſſeſſed of all thoſe great 7 
requiſites of legiſlation, and of che human mind | 
—though without one infringe ment on the laws, 
his life has been imbittered, and his a 
convulſed by party and deſign. 
[Win we come to confider that it is not in 
che conſtitution we find thoſe defects; 3. that it is 
not in ſovereignty; that i it is not in defectiws 
laws; but that all thoſe miſchiefs of popular i in- 
| ſanity, and petvlant'clamour; "have originated in 6-4 
two men infignificant in the Alte, we muſt look 
at each other, and wonder how the imbecility of 
our ſenſes gave way to the patriotic impafit tion; F 
Which, alas! Sis, has long been the garb, the 
ſubtilty of every political apoltile, and which is 


_ exerciſed ſo Jadiciouſly as to deceive both the | 
eye and ear. Prolix, Sis, it would be to de- 


pict che characters of the multitude of thoſe gem 
deen who have riſen by popular ſupport i into 
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power, and who have exerciſed: that power like 
the. tyrant's rod againſt the ſpirit of the conſtitu- 


tion: however, from Mr. Wilkes we may trace 


the Hirſt 4 of this, e n! in r 


intoxication. to beſet 4 a na Rs vet his ce 


F, FR - 


was not too great; A. turtle and a bottle of Bur- 


gundy 1 the ſummit of his deſires- Peace be with 
him; he has nefted i in a downy bed, and paſſes 


away life i in feſtive i irony at . m tir de ef his 5 
former followers! MT 
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Tas ſecond, oppoſition: v we find Camel by 


Mr. Fox, an oppoſition, of a more daring ſpirit, 
the life of democracy, and the plague of kings. 
In this oppoſition, if I may be allowed to follow | 

the alluſion of a. noble Lord, (whoſe ironical | 
| Himile does honour. to his profound reſpect and 


proveful attachment to his Sovereign for ae | | 


vears favours) the ſcare-· crow Faction came in 
every queſtionable ſhape of unrelenting horror; ' 
not as the ghoſt of poor Hamlet, for he was a 
well-deſerving prince. Forbid it, Heaven, that 
the ſpectre of the conſtitution ſhould ever ap- 
Pear in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape, and relate-the 


foul deeds of her -priſon-houſe, with the banefil 
draughts of democratic poiſon admigiſtevels to 
4 Hora 
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' Oxcs Britons were cada with ſound 


a; liberal ſentiments, great and animated 


ſouls, a reverence and admiration for their So- 
vereigns, and a love for the conſtitution z a good 


man was ſure of protection the knave deſpiſed; - 
and ſurely if ever ſuch a moment was, the pre- 
ſent calls aloud for redreſs, as we ſee. all the 


bright virtues that conſtitute the good man com- 
bined i in Majeſty; a Majeſty ſtanding forth -in 
ſupport of his people; a Majeſty inſulted by 
every unconſtitutional epithet that can diſgrace 


even the name of hypocriſy: but alas, Sirs, I 


fear that day of Britiſh glory is loſt and abſorbed 
in faction and miſ.rule : diſſipation has poiſoned 
the ſprings of virtue, corruption has followed, 
and took its ſanctuary in boroughs, to the idly 
feſt deſtruction of the conſtitution. | | 
Bu comparative views all things are beſt Gow 
Let us turn our eyes around, and behold the dif- 
ferent powers of Europe in their various ſituations 
he Emperor journeying through his empire 
diffuſing ſalutary laws, reforms, benefits and 


commerce; the King of Pruſſia, like a ſetting 
ſun, viewing the conqueſts which he made; the 


Empreſs of Ruſſia introducing the arts and ſci- 
ences, agriculture and commerce: view the 
Bourbon Monarch idolized by his people, pul- 

"9 


E 3 
ling down the Britiſh Lion, and bidding fair for 
the dominion of the ocean ; Spain, Denmark, 
Sweden growing formidable, their people happy, 
their monarchs great—Bchold England! her 
councils torn and diſtracted the ſon oppoſed 
to father, brother againſt brother; her funds in a 


deadly conſumption, pining away by atoms, her 


Sovereign tottering before a factious hurricane, 
his purſuits of glory impeded, his reſolves in- 
ſulted, his rights ſcoffed and denied, and a fire 
of ſedition formed in the bowels of the conſtitu- 
tion, to conſume the remnants of an expiring 
empire. The vengeance of Heaven cannot be 
more manifeſt againſt a deluded people, nor the 
idolatry of thoſe who believed in falſe oracles 


more manifeſt, —— However, to cloſe this ac- 


count of the powers of Europe, who are the 
unfortunate : Poland and England. The firſt 
diſtracted by her ſenate,-—the latter by her par- 
liaments. Poland rent as poor Peter's garb, 
one ſkirt to Ruſſia, a ſkirt to Pruſſia, and a 


_ [third to the Emperor: England fimilar, a large 


tkirt to America, Ireland hanging by a thread, 
and the Eaſt Indies attempted to be purloined ; 

and bold I am to affirm, if the ambitious mini- 
ſter had got that ſweet morſel within his jaws, 


all the powers of England would not wreſt it 


from 


153 


from him. —If my poſitions be girl Rated, and 
I believe few will deny thoſe facts, where ſhalt 
we find the cauſe of our misfortunes? It is ac- 
knowledged the conſtitution is good, and the laws 
are ſalutary; therefore we ſhall find the diſcaſe 
in faction and party, and have the confolation 
of being told, that all our preſent national grie- 
vances, political diſturbanees, loſs of public cre- 
dit, uproar and confuſion, originate in the 
grand queſtion, Whether Lord North and the 
Right Honourable Secretary ſhall rule this 
country by ariſtocratic laws, or whether the 
Sovereign ſhall preſerve the conſtitution inviola- 
ble, and exerciſe his prerogative agreeable to 
Magna Charta, and the ſubſequent laws grafted 
on that noble charter of rights. However, un- 
der this lamentable picture of England (fatal 
only by its factions) we find a boaſt of freedom, 
the firſt and moſt god-like principle granted to 
man. On this principle, credulous and unſu- 
ſpeRingin its elevated nature, the defigning man 
has oftentimes laid hold, and ſeduced Britons | 
tothe verge of deſtruction in ſ upport of their delu- 
five liberties. Eloquence to us is a charm as cap- 
rivating as the tinkling of bells to the bee, which 
we gather around and indiferiminately follow, ta 
- fey! fire to Laden -a, to born the world. 


"EE Thus 


of WT Ar I. ues: #7 att 


———— P [)- 2 — 2 — 2 carne 
o 


Cw) 


Thus frecdom ſometimes over-ſhoots its en 
and grows too luxuriant for the moderate capa- 


city to exerciſe : therefore, whoever the man 


who diſturbs. public ſociety with this ſpecies of 
popular phrenzy, adminiſters inflammatories to 


the mind for ſome latent ſelf. purpoſe, and de- 
ſtruction to ſociety for ſame private attainment, | 
Ix all oppoſitions, $1ks, fince the Reval 


tion, there has been ſome object, or ſome: phan- 


tom of ohject, in the diſcuſſion of which the 
minds of men differed. 1 ſhall not deny but Mr. 
Wilkes's oppoſition had ſome good features, and 


that we ſtand indebted to him for the ſuppreſ- 
ion of General Warrants. In the preſent op- 


pofition there is not a ſhadow of national con- 
gern. Tis not a, queſtion to carry on à glorious 


war, which our forefathers were accuſtomed to 


diſcuts : tis not a queſtion for an honourable 


4 peace : it is an object of ambition dating be- 
vond precedent, and petulant beyond faction; 


as its point clearly leads to ariſtocracy, and its 
RRAT an experiment to ca jole the people with 
rs ſeemingly innocent features, into a violation 
of the deareſt rights of ſociety. Had this babe 


got the Eaſt-Indies as a play thing, Heaven on- 
I knows how far its mature ambition would 
have reaches. ＋ etted in his infancy. with the 
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n 
<vett ak of charters; others mh appear as 
delicious, and the little play-thing ECE 
a pretty rattle to hold in his hand, with the in- 


ſcriptionPrecedent, precedem, Mr. Fox's 


Eaſt-India Bill, to the total annihilation of 
funds, corporate bodies, &c. until, ſtep by ſtep, 
the infant would aſcend to a fituation better 


imagined than deſcribed. How oft has the in- 


nocent babe been rocked by the Noble Lord, 
whilſt the Right Honourable Secretary Your 


eloquent orations on his promiſing features? 


Troven: it be unneceſſary to illuſtrate 0 
ee of you (yet to ſome it may be beneficial) 


that the conſtitution of this country is formed of 


three parts, each part pofſeſſing diſtinct rights, yet 


ſo blended in each other, that they muſt co- ope- 


rate, and in effence and ſpirit form but one Le- 


giſlature. When any of thoſe parts infringe upon 
the others, the conſtitution is violated; There 


fore the duty of Common SENSE, as the guar- 
dian of the people, to watch the encroachment, 
and to regulate the equipoiſe of each part agree- 
able to the maxims of the glorious eonſtitutiom 
Under the ſame authority exiſts our charters, 
thoſe grants, thoſe invaluable rights, oomprehend- 
ing al moſt every thing hat is dear tꝭ man: c 


J' 2 d the bond of mutual allegiance be- 


Ba mtmmween 


0 *) 

tween the Sovereign and the people, which are 
not to be violated by unhallowed hands, nor the 

8 of ſpeculative ambition. 
FRoM example the beſt inferences are drawn. 
Should the Lord Chancellor bring in a bill, ſimi- 
lar to the Eaſt India bill, under the plea of ne- 
ceſſity, to place the Weſt India trade under a 
Board of Directors choſen from the Lords, with a 
power to nominate governors and commanders 
For the iſlands without the participation or on- 
troul of the other two branches of the Legiſla- 
ture, would not the Right Honourable Secreta- 
ries ſhake the Senate-Houſe with the thunder 
of decla mation? Would not the black man of 
portentous countenance be impcached, and the 
murder of the conftitution placed at his door ? 
How loud would fond prerogative echo in the 
houſe, and the inſulted rights of the nation? 
O tempora mutantur .I acknowledge it is de- 
baſing the great luminary's name which I ſpeak 
of, to combine him in ſuch an idea, being the 
father of juſtice, and the Rock of the conſtitu- 
tion :—However, thus we ſhould ſoon find the 
- three branches of the legiſlature, with indepen- 
dent rights and claims waring with each other, 
until ome: ann or W would come forth, 

es ee e ee ee eee 
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beat the fiſh, and bern the f tells to the 
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IN this delicate NY” Sa * ws one 
5 view which ought to direct us, where 


our pre judices and paſſions ſhould be laid aſide; 


and that 1s, to enquire what the object, the 
merits and demerits, the claims, the utility to 
popular protection thoſe gentlemen have; wh6 


are candidates for adminiſtration. The fruitful 
vineyard, no matter who cultivates it, is more 


beneficial to ſociety than all the barangues of St. 
Stephen with a barren - vintage :>hear him, 
hear him—Heaven how he ſpeaks !—whilſt the 
unfortunate public are trembling under a load 
of taxes, and the deliberation gf their expedi- 
ency impeded by faction and ambition. In this 
admonition, — Irs, to your 1 feelings, 1 muſt 


advert to that glorious period of the immortal 
Chatham, when our cups overflowed with pro- 
ſperity, and our nation with honour: the fortu- 


nate ſhepherd's ſon well deſerves the care of 


the flock; for though the partial cauſe of good | 
or bad fortune ſtands undefined, we all know 


there is ſuch an over -· ruling power., 311801 
SHALL I aſk and ſolve what parliament is at 


this day ?—Is it a parliament of virtue? is it a 
| en the n 7 (with which Iconſider 


borough 
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borough! repreſentatives. have no more to do, 
than a new piece to merit which derives its e- 
iſtence from the plandits of ſome hirelings en- 
gaged to ſupport it.) Is it not party againſt 


party, Who ſhall! bring moſt votes into the 
houſe; who the moſt intereſt in venal boroughs, 
and elections 2 75 Is not the plain que ſtion, whe- 
ther par lia ment, in its preſent ſhape, ſhall be 
omnipotent, and form a cabinet; or, whos 


cher; the king ſhall nominate his ſervants, and 
exerciſe his prerogative? Unfortunate and in- 
ſulted prince, Who is denied che private rights 


of: man, of friendſbip, of counſel to ſmile, to 
frown ;:but ſolely to commit himſelf to the mas 


nagement of ay miniſter who never gave him 40 
one ſpeciſic proof df his political abilities; who/ 


perhaps is not the moſt wiſe in the adjuſtment of 


his own affairs; ho perhaps is inimical to pre» 


rogative; and friendly to ariſtocratic principles ! 


Shall: Majeſty, in ſuch a fituation, ſequeſter. his 
cn vnderſtanding, and blindly ſubmit to eve- 


ty encroachment on the conſtitution? Shan't he 
call upon his conftitutional adviſers, on the lumi- 
naries of the lauv, and thoſe he can confide in, to 
take their opinion, the better to decide with juſtice, 
and to act with the uprightneſs and- glory of a 
mwonarch! ä mir 


iſter; Lam reſpon- 
| 85 10 GY PIE | ſible, 


gr rote. 
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fible, as the King can do no wrong by ihe ſpi - 

rit of the conſtitution; Se manu 2 man loſt his 
inheritance by the connivance of his agent, with 

out doing any other wrong than intruſting his 


fortune to his care. Another ſophiſt will ſay, 
the king can diſmiſs his ſervants, and nominate 
others. 80 uſually ſpoke the conſtitution; but 


the language of the majority of the Commons 
now ſay, they are not agreeable to us, and we 
ſhall vote them out again. Good Heaven! 
wherein then conſiſts the uſe of the king's nomi- 
nation? Is he not by this vote made alcypher 
removeable at the pleaſure of the Commons, ta 
place as a blank at the head of the column, or 
às a figure of importance, as beſt ſuits the play- 
ers of the game? In this fituation, had not ſo- 
vereignty better ſurrender its rights, than he- 


come the ſhadow of royalty, without power; 


an image only to be bowed: to, under an obſe- 
quious ridicule of ſcare-crow majeſty ? What is 


| the language to his miniſters by Mr. Fox? nay, 
that if they had done a million of virtugus-deeds 
for the good of ſociety, that ſtill he would op- 
poſe them; therefore, it is not the ſalutary mea - 


ſure, it is not the good of community, Which is 
the object; it is the man, the party who are ta 
take the lead in adminiſtration. Thus are laid 
T1 1 + the 
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to engage men to th 


hauſted, the country impoverithed, and even to 


CW-3 
the ſeeds of corruption, and miniſters drove to | 
the neceſſity of buyin 1 jobbing and bargaining, 

Juſt duty. A peep into 
the expenditure of the miſſing millions of the 
treaſury, I am fanciful would beſt explain this 
problem, and of thoſe warm attachments which 
are now the baſis of oppoſition. 

 Howevsx, to give my readers a proper chain 


to lead them to the arcana of this political 8 


fineſſe, and a juſt deſcription of thoſe gentlemen 


_ who formed adminiftration for ſome years paſt; 
which I find the more neceſſary, from the falſe 
ſtatement Mr. Fox made of the political virtues 


of his noble friend; of his obedience to the ſenſe 
of parliament; of his motives for reſignation, 


anch of that love which he e e for the ” 
rit of the conſtitution. = 


Fox this purpoſe, I muſt bez at that 1 = 


ſhortly antecedent to Lord North's refignation. 


In that period, SI Ks, you will find a diſplay of 
political policy beyond the fathom of the human. 
mind. That moſt vnpropitious miniſter, finding 


the deſpoliation of his own counſels and admini- 


ſtration— finding the empire ſevered, America 
loſt—finding all the ſovereign powers of Europe 
leagued againſt him finding the revenue ex- 


e 


THis 0 
his own fruitful i invention, further aids * taxa> 
tion impraRicable, by a feint he gave way to 
the Rockingham oppoſition, whoſe powers he 
might have withſtood at that time, as well as at 
any other period of his adminiſtration. . Thoſe 
were the laurels, thoſe the advantages of that 
great and. glorious miniſter, thoſe — 2 titles to 
the protection of the people, ; However, the 
noble Lord had à more extenſive. and com- 
prehenſive view in his reſignation : a peace he 
ſaw was neceflary, which be dare not meet: on 
the unfortunate ground that one could be ob- 
taihed on; therefore to others he yielded the i im- 
portant e e to rebuild the fragments of an 
| empire with a peace cement, to prop the totter- 
ing conſtitution, to provide ways and means for 
nnd millions, and the labour and hazard 
of negociation he ſubmitted to other hands. 
In this great maſs of political buſineſs, his Lord - 
ſhip naturally ſuppoſed there might be ſome room 
for cavil, therefore laid his train, in order to ſpring 
his mine at a future day, and wich an obſequious 
bow, in the magnitude of diſſimulation, took his 
leave of adminiſtration. Now began Lord Rock- 
ingham's s adminiſtration, which was not let live 
a moment beyond the act of ſigning the pre- 
liminary articles and now began that infamous 
coalition of men, more obnoxious to each other 


6 OS than 
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| than the hiſtory of ſimulation can equal. | How- 


ever, "thoſe two: great apoſtates, ſacrificing pri- 
vate piques for the general welfare, (under the 
maſque of a democratical ambition, ) at the pe- 
riod when no one national intereſt was in dan- 
ger; at the period when the conſtitution began 
to renovate; at the moment when harmony 
only was wanting to give ſtrength and efficacy 
to our councils.— The roll being called over by 


the noble Lord and his Right Honourable Friend, 


and finding their forces adequate, the thun- 
der of declamation was once more begun, the 
peace was conſidered inadequate to our relative 
ſituation, and little ſhort of an impeachment 
threatened againſt the miniſter ; the nation was 
ruined; the times big with miſchiefs; men muſt 


be altered, or all was undone; the taxes were 


obnoxious ones, and every oblique cenſure flung 
at the boy of the Exchequer.— The Cabinet bes 


beſet, the King menaced, and a boaſt made of not 


leaving him a friend or favourite, the reins of Go- 
vernment were ſeized, when the old jockies once 
more mounted to direct the courſe. Here I beg 
leave to relate an anecdote of a Barbary pirate, 
Whoſe crew, on going to founder, fired ſignals of 
diftreſs, which were humanely attended toby ſome 
_ Pilots, who ſtopped the leaks, and prevented the 
el ſhip from linking . ſhe was no 

ſooner 


„ e 


| 1 ſooner 3 in ſmooth water, and ſafe, than the vir- 
tuqus crew flung the pilots overboard, and hoiſted 
their fails before a freſh breeze in purſuit of a 


rich prize, which they had nearly taken, when, 
at the inſtant, the former leaks burſt open, to 
the manifeſt diſappointment of the crew, and to 


the general Joy of ſociety. — Thus expired Lord 


Shelburne's adminiſtration, whoſe Cabinet, if we 


view in the: collective or in the individual body, 


muſt fill our minds with admiration and reſpectʒ 


as ſuch a combination of men, profound i in the 


knowledge of the conſtitution, «finances, and our 


relative ſituation, ſcarcely can be equalled i in the 
annals of England: .—eulogium or panegyric can- 


not add to. their importance.—The conſtituents 
may naturally alk Common Senſe, how, came a 


Cabinet of ſuch deſcriptive greatneſs to be * 


miſſed, or loſe the confidence of the King and 
Parliament I ſhall tell them; they made apcace 


upon the beſt terms that human | invention could 


do. They met the cries, petitions, and voice of the | 
people, who were labouring under the preſſure 


of taxes, laid on by a rapacious and unfeeling 
miniſter, to carry on a war conducted without | 
fortitude or enterprize; a war, as heterogeneous 
in its ſyſtem as Whig and Tory; admirals fight- 


ing our fleets, and generals leading our armies to 


battle, inimical to our conqueſt, and original de- 


ac, _fign. 


I 


— WI! COMM Rt ESI HANS Yes Mtn rs oth — — 


1 . 


58 gu. — However, thoſe were Bat ng Fas = | 


tures of the great miniſter, the better to trim and 


temporize with party, until our captured armies 
were led in triumph by : a feeble enemy, and our 


flcets diſgraced by an inferior force. To liberate 
the people from theſe misfortunes were the fins of 
Lord Sh zelburne” s adminiſtration, Who no ſooner 


laid the foundation-ftone for peace, than the mine 


was ſprung by the old engineer, and the whole 
cabinet blown up, which opened the firſt door 


to the democratic principles of this day. How- 


ever, let us now examine what are the ſalutary 
fruits of this virtuous coalition, and for that pur- 
poſe call on the moſt ſanguine ſupporters (nay, 


even on the moſt fraudulent and Partial contrac- 


tors) of Lord Noxzth's adminiſtration, to ſhew me 
one proof of his magnanimity, wiſdom, fortitude 
in council, great and enlarged conceptions of Nate, . 
or any EEE? political 1 virtue beneficial to ſociety ; 


like Pharaoh, the rod turned into a ſerpent i in his 5 


hard, and his touch became baneful to every 
ſalutary meaſure.—1 am ready to acknowledge 
his Lordſhip? s great paternal affections and family 
regards, whoſe friends at one period occupied lit- 
tle ſhort of fifty thouſand pounds a-year ; nor 
ſhall I deny his Lordſhip the great Powers of . 


eloquence, and of . g Perſuaſive argu- 


* 


ments 
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ments to the Audiow mind; much leſs ſhall 1 


deny his wonderful abilities in bon mots, which 


were uſually adminiſtered to the Houſe as ſugar- | 


plumbs, to reconcile our misfortunes. Many 


and many a million thoſe witticiſms coſt the 


nation, whilft thoſe of the facetious ue are fold : 
in n pennyworths 1 in folio. | 

HowEvkR, now began the ſecond "ollilcal d 
ra of thoſe miniſters, and the firſt of the glo- 


rious coalition, whoſe firſt object was to build an 


adminiſtration on a broad bottom, in which the 


Right Honourable Secretary ſhewed no leſs 2 
noble diſplay of generous adherence to his for- 


mer friends, than wiſdom in their adoption; as 
the miniſter muſt be ſhort-lived indeed, who has 
not private affections, as well as the rectitude, 
nay, the ability of his talents to ſupport him. 
Jam far from wiſhing to throw either an invi- 


dious or an oblique reflection on thoſe gentle- | 


men who compoſed Mr. Fox's adminiſtration ;. 
they have acted agrecably with the dictates of 


gratitude and fincerity ; their neceſſities, or, per- 


haps, ſome more powerful ſtimulative, made 


mem enliſt under a chief, whoſe- great abilities 


they looked up to, as an adventurer of political 


fortune :—their fagacity could not direct them 


better, nor the hand of munificence reward them 
more A for whoeyer the miniſter or PN 
man 
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man . who attends ſacredly to his promiſe, to 
bis friendſhips, he will find himſelf, if not the 
firſt in the ſcale of adminiſtration, at leaſt able to 
preponderate it in favour of .a more popular 
claimant. There is a ſecret charm, a content and 
ſerenity of mind in purſuing the fortune of a lead- 
| er, who rewards with munificence, and cheriſhes 
with cordiality. In the traits of Mr. Fox's charac- 
ter, we find all thoſe features; and verily I believe. 
all his towering ambition originated more for 
the aggrandiſement of his followers, than from 
any ſelf-gracification:—yet, though this be a ge- 
nerous principle, it is a dangerous one; as flat- 
terers often urge on à chief to inroads upon ſo- 
ciety, from the hope of plunder, with very little 
conſideration for the rectitude of the meaſure,, 
or, perhaps, for the future good name of their 
commander. It is the maxim of many writers 
to defame the characters of thoſe they write 
againſt: for my part, L ackriowiedge the higheſt : 
admiration for Mr. Fox's private character and 
admirable abilities, which in any other ſtation 
than that of a politician would do honour to the 
human .mind ;—yet I acknowledge that I con- 
fider him the. greateſt political evil this country, 
ever beheld; as in the executive power, he is 
like an irreſiſtible tide, which overflows the bank, 


(( des nh eto Bl 


a 


. 


too enlarged, and his conceptions too warm, 


which as wax, takes the firſt impreſſion from the 


| ſeal, though the head ſhould be reverſed. In op- 
poſition he poſſeſſes a fortitude of mind, a ſtrength 


GET en faulity of hy potheſis, and a power 9 


of eloquence, ſo as to entangle the ſubje& and 
object in a world of declamation. Such powers 


are always dangerous in an executive ſtate, as 


* 


and bears down every oppoſition: his ideas are 


they are not tenpergtely active, or moderately 


paſſive. Would I could ſee Mr. Fox in any other 


department of the legiſlature, where the bounda- 


ries would be ſufficiently marked out and limit _ 
ed, to oppoſe the copiouſneſs of an all- towering 


imagination! However, in order to build this 
broad -· bottomed adminiſtration, the ſelect and 


unfortunate aſſociates of the Right Honourable 
Secretary's former adventures, were placed in the 


firſt poſts of emolument and honour, whilſt the 


ſecondary ſtations of the ſtate were filled with 


the convivial, the bon mot, and the bon vi vant. 


Io give the whole an appearance of importance, 


a head was choſen (though of amiable heart and 
diſpoſition) of ſuch a pliant and docile nature, as 
to bear impreſſions, and as paſte to be ſhaped 


and formed as beſt ſuited the artiſt's hand. Thus 


the whole machinery of ſtate was put into mo- 


tion, 
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tion, by touching a certain ſpring, whilſt the Trea- 
ſury was turned into a comedy, and the two Se- 


cretaries of State playing the part of Maſkwell to 


each other in the Double Dealer. The fond and 
loving cara ſpoſas thus deeply trenched in conftitu- 


tion, the out-poſts of ad minſtration were equally 


wellfortifiedbytheir confidential friends, whoſtood 
as faithful centinels to guard againſt the approach 
of an enemy; whilſt the noble Lord and the Right 


Honourable Secretary were indulging in their 


viſionary naps, and ſeeing kingdoms to come 


How loud the Beautiful and Sublime: on the ap- 


pearance of a foe, with an inexhauſtible reſpiration 
faſcinating the car of the audience with well turn- 


ed periods, and legendary tales, until the eyes 
cloſed with the ſapience of his decla mation, and 


forgot the purport of the day: Next came Tha- 
lia, decorated with tropes and figures in her 


laughable geſticulation, and nice critical ſatire, to 


ſet the houſe in » ſmile (who killed Buckingham? 


Twas I politically overthrew the young Bucking- 


ham;)—whilt from the left fired the ſquibs of 
the artillery, with ſome grape-ſhot compoſed of 

ſmall- parables of ſcanty wit and low. ridicule. 
To cloſe the ſcene, appeared the triple qualified 


oOrator with motions, reſolves, precedents, and 


ſtatutes tied vp in good pennyworths, to be diſ- 


poſed of as hereafter may be—whilſt the more 


neceſſa iy 
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neceſſiry . of ſolidity, h and love 


of the conſtitution, were abſorbed i in democratical 
ideas of rewards, and midnight feſtivity.--If mode- 
rate ambition had gratified theſe gentlemen, and "= 
the public affairs proſpered, ſurely there neven 
was a more laughable adminiſtration; but the | 
vineyard was too narrow, and the a 2 too few 
for the ſons of Expectation; therefore a wider 
field of ambition appeared more ſuitable for 
the purpoſe of entrenching deeper in adminiſtra- 
tion, upon a more ſolid foundation, and of ad- 
miniſtering ſweats more profuſely to the friends 
of the honourable coalition in ſhort, to render 
Parliament democratical, and themſelves the head 
of that democracy. For this purpoſe England 
was too exhauſted in her revenues to give ſuch 
| douceurs as were neceflary—Ireland too touchey, 
recent in her tears and reſentment for the loſs. 
of her beloved and patriotic viceroy, Lord Tem- 
ple America loſt, and the plains of Hindoſtan, 
and the wealth of the Eaſt the only luxuriant 
morſels that could be fliced and diſpoſed of. 
Many a fragrant pine has been cut up in imagi- 
nary expectation of the fruitful proſpect; and 
without many compliments to Mr. Fox's rare 
abilities, few Secretaries with ſuch temptations in _ 
his power to divide and to diſpoſe of, that would 
- not find a majority in Parliament to become the 
P % 8⁰K[ 
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: tenantry, the occupiers of. his 5 the cement 
which combines that great body, which we find : 
5 now burſting open the conſtitution, and com- 
mitting a rape on ber chaſtity, by foftering i in 
ber à brat of che moſt frightful complection. 
THIS" is the imperiam in imperio. of the Right 


Honourable Secretary” s grand principle, which | 
he well knows if he departs from, his cdifice, 


1 | like that built of cards, will ſoon tumble, and 
| each tenant anxiouſly 1 look out for a new habita- 


tion.—Whar 2 wonderful portion of tenderneſs 
and Chriſtian humanity the Right Hogourable 
Secretaries expreſs for the poor Gentoos, and for 


the unfortunate Prince wandering 1 in Aſiatic de- 


farts, whilſt their bumanity appears. totally cab | 


tous to the unfortunate prince of St. James s, 
5 whoſe® exchequer they have locked up, whoſe, 
hands they have attempted to tic up, whoſe pre- 
rogative they have denied, and whom they 


have marked with derifion and treated N 
ſcorn. | 


"Howzves, to follow up al inquiry 1 _ - 


denied relative to the ſalutary meaſures of 
their miniſtry, 7 Where are thoſe viſionary phan- 


toms which ſo oft appeared to the Right Ho- 


nourable Secretary Fox, preſenting to his hands | 


a crown of laurels to place on Britannia's head? 
Where a are thoſe radical cures that were to come 


feen 
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from bis Abies to che conffitution? We tak S. 
peace was ratifled on the very bafis of the pre 
liminary articles, and a vote of thanks CENT 
to the King for giving us thole bleſſings of pe peace, | 
for which Lord Shelburne's adminiſtration was 
damned. Where is the treaty of peace with the 
Dutch ?- Where is the treaty « of 2 reciprocity of 
commerce with America? W here are the BY 
ed millions? How is the public credit ſupported? | 
Where are thoſe ſalutary taxes that were to be 
ſubſtituted for the obnoxious ones of the Youth 
of the Exchec quer ?—Thele taxes we ſhall find, EE 
after trying every path to taxation, laid on the 
old-jades of finance, the Cuſtoms and Exciſe — 
| Where, then, are thoſe benefits that ſhould en- 915 
dear the ex- miniſtry to our popular confidence? 
; —Behold their laſt will and teſtament ! Behold _ 1 
their expiring contrition, by ſtrangling an en- 
| gquiry of indefatigable labour and utility, inſti- | 
tuted by the former miniftty againſt an Eaſtern | 
defaulter for peculation and urs and nobly M 2 | 
tell us that a charter is 4 piece 95 parchment, 4 
with a bit of wax dangling at its tail !—SiRs, | 


What inferences are we to draw from ſuch inſo- . 
lent language? Does not democracy, or ſome» 


thing more portentous, ſtare us in the face under 
ſuch a doQrine, and In L- 


- tell us, Go. 


: you TOOLS, you have no rights but what the 
'D 2 omni- 
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omnipotence of the e is vleaſed to give 
you?—Dreadful the proſpect, and alarming me | 


black game yet to be played ! 


HAviN G thus endeavoured to give my read- 


ers a ſhort political hiſtory of the two laſt admi- 


niſtrations, by a juſt and impartial ſtatement of 


| facts, for the purpoſe of their fair inveſtigation— 
| for the purpoſe of ſeparating loyalty, Fa a juſt 


regard for the conſtitution, from ſpeculative pre- 
judices and fanatical deluſions, which our minds 
adopt until our paſſions hurry us into party, party 
into faction, faction into imbecility, till we be- 


come a prey to our enemies, and the mock and 
deriſion of every well- governed people. On this 
ground I ſhall cloſe this letter, with a few ob- 


ſervations on the melancholy * of our pre- 


ſent ſituation. | 

In all controverſies, whether religious or poli- | 
tical, a principle muſt be granted to argue upon, 
The deiſt in religion, and the ſophiſt in politics, 


. get rid of this principle, by denying the authority 


of law, and bewilder reaſon in the chaos of uncer- 


tainty. On theſe premiſes Mr. Fox rears his ſtand- 
ard; therefore futile it would be to endeayour to 
refute ſuch an argumentator, who ſets law at de- 


fiance, and with a ſufficient force at his back to 


ſupport him. How fortunate the man, who can 
find poſitions and Glugons for every diſpoſition 


of 
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of his 8 Cromwell could caliber cal law 
or ſtatute in the univerſe to ſanRify his taking 1 
off the head of King Charles; —yet he found a 


very civil, and, no doubt, great and juſt Parlia- 


ment, to ſanctify the holy deed.— However, 
three grand points are indulgently given up by 
Mr. Fox, as rights of the prerogative, namely, to 
diſſolve Parliament, nominate a miniſtry, and to 
diſmiſs himſelf and his cara ſpeſa, who, no doubt, 
are the only political apoſtles, under heayen, to 
preach, teach, and ſave the conſtitution.— Vet, 
in the ſame inſtant of allowing the rights of pre- 
rogative, they are to be ſuſpended, and the 80 
vereign told, that he has no right to exerciſe it 
but for the good of the people; and though his 
people pour bleſſings on his Majeſty for exer- 
ciſing his royal prerogative ſo juſtly as to turn 
out the late miniſtry, the voice of the people is 
turned into ridicule, and the act of ſovereignty 
conſidered as baneful, and private influence. 
Had Mr. Fox thoſe delicate ſenſations which he 
expects to find in others; had he this mighty 
5 reverence for the conſtitution which he affects, 
hy not retire, with his rejected brat in his hand, 
when he found he loſt the confidence of the. 
Lords, of the People, and of his Sovereign ?— 
Who, poſſeſſed of pride, or of honour, would | 
farce himelf upon re to embitter his life, : 
and 
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and to diſtract his councils, when ſo many other 
ſtateſmen are equally well qualified to conduct 
the buſineſs of the legiſlature? However, Srks, 
it becomes your duty to interfere; your voice is 
the life of the conſtitution, the origin and dernier 
reſort of the legiſlature ; therefore, whoever 
(though decorated with ſtars and ribbons) derides 
and ſcoffs that voice, nay, even the ſignature, 
the mark, of the pooreſt burgeſs of Taunton, or 
frecholder of Weſtminſter, will find his popula- 
rity is ſhort-lived, and his power of trivial im- 
portance.—S1Rs, in ſuch a period, will you dif- 
grace yourſelves, and place an indelible ſtain on - 
your poſterity, by handing over your Sovereign, 
immaculate as virtue, and without a fault, to the 
taunts, to the menaces of an exaſperated faction 
to be ſcourged and whipped by political Pon- 
tius Pilates ? —Forbid it, Heaven! There is a no- 
bler generofi ty in the Britiſh ſoul, that diſdains 
7 opprefſion; and bids each man tobe tried by his 
| | Jurors upon ſpecific charges. —Shall Majeſty and 
1 his ſervants be denied the rights of Engliſhmen, 
| _ ___ and his prerogative, his miniſters, nay, perhaps, 
| ſomething more dear to him, be taken away, 
ll without one proof of guilt, or violation of the 
| | conflitution, but what rumour, and the falſe and 
invidious ſuggeſtions of a diſappointed party 
Wl Point out forward, therefore, ye ſons of 
Il. | . N Oy N 
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= Liberty, and teſtify your feelings by dutiful and 


loyal addreſſes to the Throne; be cautious in 


your future choice of repreſentatives: ;—give to 
- the Senate. men of known honour and virtue 


_ dread declaimers as you would the ſyren's ſong, 
which captivates to deſtruction ;—promote, if 
poſſible, harmony in our-councils, which alone 
can give ſtrength and efficacy to the e 
and bleflings and proſperity to the people! 15 

To enter into a diſcuſſion of the various to- 
pics which are now the object of parliamentary 
rage and debate, would require a much larger 
folio than the compaſs of a letter to define — 


ö therefore I ſhall conchude by tranſpoſing ſome of 


| thoſe pathetic expreſſions which Mr. Fox applied 
to the feelings of the people O fooliſh and 


deluded party! O ambitious and aſpiring dicta- 
tor! who have made the greatneſs and dignity of 
the Commons confiſt in ſtruggles againſt your. 
Sovereign and the conſtitution, by an endeavour. + 
to eſtabliſh a democratical power! You have 
taken from the luſtre of the Crown, and ſbewn 

its imbecility, its inoperative function, to all the 
powers of Europe: You have dictatorially de- 


fired your Sovereign to diſmiſs his miniſter; a 


miniſter, whoſe virtues ſhine ſuperlatively bright, 
and whoſe fortitude ſtands as a pillar of ſtrength 


berween you and the conftiution; ;—a miniſter, 


| whoſe 


l 

I 

| 

3 

9 

| 

| 
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| whole name and integrity draw reſped” * all 
the powers of Europe ;—a miniſter, above de- 
a the public by aſſtrances that he has - | 
American plenipos i in his pocket, and Dutch bur- | 
gomaſters 1 in his fob, with humiliating offers of : 
peace A miniſter, combined with a cabinet f 

men of exalted integrity and ſpotleſs virtue | — 
Fan are tobe made a facrifice to your i 3 
tion, or to be purged of thoſe evils communicate 
to them by the Royal nomination.— Such are t de 
modeſt requeſts of your dictatorial victory, ſuch! 5 
the fruits of your triumph, to embarraſs the ſub- 
Ject, to diſtrẽſs the fair trader, to lock up up 5 


revenucs, and 0 Tat the nation Wn We pas 


Tax voice of ehib mühe f 18 Wick you —ap-' hs 
1 to your people, WhO will build you a tower 
ol ſtrength, not to be overcome by faction: a 
love for your ſubjects and the conſtitution has 
endeared you to their confidence; yet it behoves 
you to ſtand firm on conſtitutional ground, and 
to combine royal fortitude with legiſlative pru- 
= dence, in ſupport of: your crown and dignity.— 
_—= The maſque i 18 taken off, and the champions of 
* 2 democracy are ready to affuil and overturn ' the 
| * bar of he conftimation, 5 on „ 
| 
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